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Outline

What is metadata?

What is the Goddard Core?

How does the Goddard Library use it with 
web sites?

What is the DAS framework?

What are the benefits?
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What is Metadata?

Data about data

“Header information”

Common standards like those used in library 
catalogs: author, title, etc.
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What is the Goddard Core? 

Goddard Core Metadata Element Set
Based on the ISO Standard for Descriptive Metadata (Dublin 
Core)
Extends the Dublin Core to 24 qualified descriptive elements.  
There are additional Administrative Elements.  Preservation 
Elements are being developed.
Enables custom classification of GSFC-specific content

Examples: Contributor.RNO, Contributor.Webmaster

Goddard Core was extended to accommodate GSFC 
project-specific needs

Supports evaluation and resource discovery of project-oriented 
information
Examples: Subject.Instrument, Subject.Competencies
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Goddard Core Metadata Elements

Descriptive Descriptive 
SetSet
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Meta-Tagging for Web Pages

Required metadata fields for Goddard Sites
Web Guidelines Goddard Core

Title Title

Description Description
Orgcode Creator.code
Content-owner Contributor.contentowner
RNO – Responsible NASA 
Official

Contributor.rno

Webmaster Contributor.webmaster
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Metadata Input Form
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DAS Search Page



9

NASA Taxonomy Search Page
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Sample Search Results
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Preserving Web Sites

Capturing project Web Sites

Metadata Creation
Extract and map from available meta-tags

Inherit from these meta-tags to lower level sites that don’t 
have any based on rules 

Manually add remaining metadata

Store metadata in separate file to preserve 
the original web site
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Taxonomy/Controlled 
Vocabulary

NASA Taxonomy developed by JPL serves as the 
primary taxonomy for the Digital Asset System
Project-specific taxonomies/controlled vocabularies 
include:

Earth Observing System (EOS)
Landsat
Swift

Web Content specific controlled vocabularies include:
Content Type
Format
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Digital Asset System Framework 
Process

IdentifyIdentify
IngestIngest

ProcessProcess

DefineDefine
ElementsElements

DetermineDetermine
ContentContent

GuidelinesGuidelines Constraints:Constraints:
Pick listsPick lists

Input RulesInput Rules
Mandatory/OptionalMandatory/Optional

Input orderInput order

Qualified GCQualified GC
GC ExtensionsGC Extensions

Administrative ExtensionsAdministrative Extensions

Submission vs.Submission vs.
Harvesting/Harvesting/SpideringSpidering

DefineDefine
Project Project 
ScopeScope

AudienceAudience
Content TypesContent Types

FormatsFormats
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Landsat-Specific Controlled 
Vocabulary

Subject.MissionProject
ERTS
Landsat 1
Landsat 2
Landsat …
Landsat Data Continuity 
Mission (LDCM)
Future Landsat Missions

Subject.Instrument
RBV
MSS
Follow-on

Subject.Competencies
Applications

Agriculture
Boreal Forests

Spacecraft
Attitude
Solid State Recorder (SSR)

Audience
Application
Education
State and Local Government
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Benefits of Applying Goddard 
Core Metadata

Organize and manage content across 
collections and formats

Re-use & re-purpose web content

Provide metrics for web content 

Support access, display, and personalization

Aids long term preservation and access 
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The Library’s Digital 
Asset System

Metadata Review Group
Team Award Photo

MRG Team 
One NASA Peer Award
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